
 

Seventeenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
July 24, 2022 
 
Reading 1 
Gn 18:20-32 

 
Responsorial Psalm 
Ps 138:1-2, 2-3, 6-7, 7-8 

R.(3a) Lord, on the day I called for help, you answered me. 
 
Reading 2 
Col 2:12-14 

 
Gospel 
Lk 11:1-13 

Jesus was praying in a certain place, and when he had finished, one of his 
disciples said to him, "Lord, teach us to pray just as John taught his disciples." He 
said to them, "When you pray, say: Father, hallowed be your name, your 
kingdom come. Give us each day our daily bread and forgive us our sins for we 
ourselves forgive everyone in debt to us, and do not subject us to the final test." 
 
And he said to them, "Suppose one of you has a friend to whom he goes at 
midnight and says, 
'Friend, lend me three loaves of bread, for a friend of mine has arrived at my 
house from a journey and I have nothing to offer him,' and he says in reply from 
within, 'Do not bother me; the door has already been locked and my children and 
I are already in bed. I cannot get up to give you anything.' I tell you, if he does not 
get up to give the visitor the loaves because of their friendship, he will get up to 
give him whatever he needs because of his persistence. "And I tell you, ask and 
you will receive; seek and you will find; knock and the door will be opened to 
you. For everyone who asks, receives; and the one who seeks, finds; and to the 
one who knocks, the door will be opened. What father among you would hand 
his son a snake 
when he asks for a fish? Or hand him a scorpion when he asks for an egg? If you 
then, who are wicked, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much 
more will the Father in heaven give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him?" 

HOMILY: 

Florence Chadwick (1918-1995), of San Diego, CA, was the first woman to swim the 

English Channel in both directions. On the Fourth of July in 1951, she attempted 

another long-distance open-sea swim, from Catalina Island to the California coast. 

The challenge was not so much the 26-mile distance, but the bone-chilling waters of 
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the Pacific. To complicate matters, a dense fog lay over the entire area, making it 

impossible for her to see land. After about 15 hours in the water, and within a half 

mile of her goal, Chadwick gave up. Later she told a reporter, "Look, I'm not 

excusing myself. But if I could have seen land, I might have made it." Not long 

afterward she attempted the feat again. Once more a misty veil obscured the coastline 

and she couldn't see the shore. But this time she made it because she kept reminding 

herself that land was there. With that confidence she bravely swam on and achieved 

her goal. In fact, she broke the men's record by 2 hours! She later swam the same 

channel two more times.  

Florence Chadwick’s story is our story!  For life is meant to be a marathon, not a 

sprint.  It’s the lavish marathon that Our Lord speaks to when he asks us, in today’s 

gospel, to remain persistent in prayer.  For, when we can keep our objectives daily in 

sight, we can arrive at destinations without panicking that we won’t have enough to 

make it.  We’ll come up short until we keep our eyes, not on the waves and currents 

right in front of us, but the shore to which we are called.  

Where is the shore?  Right in Jesus’ eyes! Jesus’ command to remain persistent in 

prayer means that we connect with Him daily, look in his eyes, and ask Him to direct 

us, just for today, to our life’s destination. Otherwise, if we don’t let him lead us, we 

could despair of our own powers (not enough!) when His perfect, infinite powers are 

available for us!  He will give us just what we need for today—our daily bread—to 

continue on the way to His shore, and not veer off course, if we’ll be keep our eyes 

prayerfully fixed on Him. 

This life is a marathon swim, not a sprint!  Our persistence in prayer is our keeping 

our eyes fixed on the goal—and not getting sidetracked by fears and doubts. And 

what a squandering of the majestic gift of life that God gives it would be—to live 

sidetracked because we can’t see God’s daily bread, his daily care, given as just what 

we need on our life’s path. Maybe this is your past or present—but it’s not too late set 

our eyes—prayerfully and persistently—on the One who has great things in store for 

each of us!  And when we fix our eyes prayerfully on Him each day, we’ll have the 

vision, the strength, and the life we need to arrive at that shore for which we have 

been created. Let’s not settle for our ways and our vision—let’s take God’s way, 

persistently, daily, prayerfully, to that destination that will bring us life that we could 

not begin to imagine. 


